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Superintendent. ASCC 
President clash
October 14, 2013

With the Nov. 5 election 
looming, the college 
president and student 

body presi dent are at odds.
Superintendent/President 

Dr. Henry Shannon raised a 
question regarding the ethics of 
ASCC President Kevin Coduto’s 
open endorsement of Board 
of Governors candidate, Zafar 
Inam, at the ASCC meet ing on 
Oct. 7.

Before the meeting, Coduto 
received a call from Shannon 
regarding the Report to the 
Community luncheon held on 
Oct. 8.

“He told me I was no longer 
going to be sitting with them 
at the governing board’s table,” 
Coduto said. “They moved my 
seat to the second farthest table.”

During the meeting, Shannon 
addressed the room regarding 

his concerns.
“I got calls from my governing 

board members,” Shannon said. 
“It’s making it very awkward for 
me.”

Referencing Coduto’s recent 
robo-calls, Shannon said he 
also received several phone calls 
from community members, most 
of them unhappy.

Shannon asked ASCC 
members if they were aware 
that these calls had taken place. 
Many of them said they were 
not.

“I just found out myself,” 
ASCC advi sor John Machado 
said.

“If he’s calling people’s 
homes, he’s representing you,” 
Shannon said. “And I would 
think that as the president, Kev-
in should have the obligation to 
bring to you to see if he, if this 
idea of free speech, that this 
approach works for you, and are 
you endorsing what he’s doing.”

“Because Kevin cannot just 

“I have re
leased multiple 
public state
ments in favor 
of the candi
date...” Coduto 
wrote in the 
email. “I stand 
behind my ac
tions 100 per
cent.”

During the Fall semester of 2013 at Chaffey College, ASCC President 
Kevin Coduto was removed from office and later reinstated.  Over the 
course of the next few months, lawsuits were threatened, friendships 
were broken, several articles were writen, and headaches were in 
great abundance.
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Kevin Coduto 
speaks in his defense 

during a meeting of 
the Chaffey College 

Philosophy Club,
the week after he

was removed 
from office.

president has never publicly 
endorsed a candidate for the 
governing board. I hear that a lot 
from a lot of different people — 
important people — but I don’t 
see that as a logical argument for 
anything.”

Shannon could not be 
reached for fur ther comment by 
press time.

“There was tension,” Annie 
Duke, commissioner of ICC, 
said. “Kevin was grinding his 
teeth. Shannon was biting his 
tongue. There was a little bit of a 
fire in there and we all felt it.”

be Kevin if he’s elected by the 
student government society here 
at Chaffey College, so Kevin I’m 
saying that to you, I’m saying 
that to your colleagues,” he said.

Shannon continued to ad-
dress the room.

“I just want you to know that 
it’s not appropriate,” Shannon 
said. “Kevin, I’m saying that to 
you in public that these calls 
should not be coming in.”

Coduto thanked Shannon for 
his time, and upon the super-
intendent’s departure and after 
other ASCC business was con-
ducted, spoke to the room.

“I just want to say on my be-
half that any actions that I take 
outside or always, any statements 
that I make on behalf of my self, 
I always attach my name to my 
title,” Coduto said. “I have never 
spoken on be half of the entire 
student body saying that the 
whole student body thinks this, 
or even that the whole govern-
ment thinks this.”

“It’s not attaching your name 
to your title,” Machado said. 
“It’s attaching your title to your 
name. Don’t twist his [Shan-
non’s] words.”

“There’s a lot of grey area,” 
Coduto said. “The students gave 
me that title and I’m using it on 
my behalf in ways that I believe 
are appropriate.”

Coduto emailed members of 
the ASCC team later that after-
noon.

“I have released multiple 
public state ments in favor of 
the candidate including press 
releases, video statements, and 
robo-calls,” Coduto wrote in 
the email. “I stand behind my 
actions 100 percent.”

Coduto commented later on 
Shannon’s concerns expressed 
during the meeting.

“I think it was highly unpro-
fessional and disrespectful,” 
Coduto said. “A student body 

“If he’s calling 
people’s homes, 
he’s represent

ing you,” 
Shanon said.
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ASCC President re-
moved in closed meet-
ing, later reinstated
October 28, 2013

Former Student Body 
President Kevin Coduto 
says he was punished for 

invoking his right to free speech.
The ASCC Campus Council 

removed Coduto from office by 
a two-thirds majority vote in a 
closed session on Oct. 21.

Despite reporter protest, 
Coduto, journalists and the 
public were not al lowed to be 
present during the delib eration 
proceedings. The council cited 
disciplinary procedures as the 
reason for the private meeting.

This was the second closed 
session in two weeks on this 
issue. Student governments are 
required to comply with the 
Ralph M. 
Brown Act, 
which, under 
section 
54954.5, 
allows closed 
sessions only 
under spe-
cific circum
stances, none 
of which ap-
plied in the 
recent closed 
sessions.

Though 
the ASCC 
cited a 
personnel 
ex ception, 
validating 
the closed 
meeting, the 
Brown Act 
states that 
an employee 
“shall not include any elected 
official” or “member of a legisla-
tive body.”

President Carlotta Bohon 
cited a viola tion of Article III of 

the ASCC Constitu tional By-
Laws as the cause of removal on 
Oct 21.

During and multiple times 
after the meeting, she declined 
to elaborate further.

“He was in breach of Offi-
cial Deco rum,” John Machado, 
ASCC adviser said. “The rest 
is all confidential. Under the 
Brown Act, I can’t legally tell 
you. I’m not going to go to jail 
for it.”

Coduto released a statement 
the same day, saying that his re-
moval was now big ger than him.

“I am extremely saddened by 
the out come of the entire situa-
tion,” Coduto said. “My removal 
from office, however, is a strate-
gic victory in my continued fight 
for free and uncensored speech 
for students and individuals as I 
will never stop pursu ing justice.”

Members of the 
ASCC Campus 
Council would not 
provide comments 
to a reporter from 
The Breeze after 
the meeting, many 
saying they “did 
not have permis-
sion” to comment 
further and that 
“all questions 
should be directed 
to Susan (Stewart, 
Director of Stu-
dent Activities) 
and John (Macha-
do).”

Coduto’s 
removal is the 
latest in a string 
of events set into 
motion by his en-
dorsement of Zafar 
Inam, a candidate 

for the Chaffey College Govern-
ing Board.

Those events included 
Superintendent/President Dr. 
Henry Shannon’s visit to a 

recent ASCC meeting, where he 
called into question the ethics of 
Coduto’s endorsement.

The ASCC released a public 
statement on its Facebook page 
stating reasons for Coduto’s 
removal.

“This action was taken due to 
Mr. Codu to’s failure to fulfill his 
responsibilities as outlined in 
Article III, Official Decorum, in 
the ASCC By-Laws,” the state-
ment said. “This decision was 
reached after ASCC provided 
Mr. Coduto with a remediation 
plan with which Mr. Coduto 
failed to com ply.”

An email drafted by Machado 
after a second closed session on 
the Oct. 17 detailed the steps of 
the above-mentioned remedia-
tion plan.

“ASCC President/Student 
Trustee Kev in Coduto must 
present a public letter of apolo-
gy both in writing and verbally 
at the next Governing Board 
meeting on Oct. 24, 2013,” the 
email said. “The written apol-
ogy will also be submitted to the 
college newspaper, The Breeze, 
for publication.”

The apology letter required 
that Coduto:

“(1) apologize for his state-
ment printed in The Breeze 
calling the actions of Dr. Shan-
non ‘highly unprofessional and 
disre spectful’;

(2) apologize for his false and 
mislead ing statements in written 
and verbal communications to 
the Chaffey College com munity 
in regard to his plans to vote 
in the upcoming Governing 
Board elections although he 
is not a resident of the district 
and therefore cannot vote in the 
election;

(3) state that he had not 
informed the ASCC Campus 
Council of his actions pertaining 
to political endorsement and 
cam paigning for a candidate in 

Student govern
ments are required 
to comply with the 
Ralph M. Brown 
Act, which, under 
section 54954.5, 
allows closed ses
sions only under 
specific circum
stances, none of 
which applied in 
the recent closed 
sessions.
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the Governing Board election; 
and

(4) apologize for placing his 
personal political agenda ahead 
of the well being and success of 
ASCC.”

“If he refuses or does not 
complete the request, the Cam-
pus Council will vote on his 
removal from office,” the email 
said.

Coduto refused to comply, 
and was ousted on Oct. 21.

At a Pizza with the Presidents 
event on the Chino Campus on 
Oct. 23, Shan non was asked to 
comment on Coduto’s removal.

He responded with an anal-
ogy of blind men in a room 
touching different parts of an 
elephant.

“You are only getting one side 
[of the story],” Shannon said. 
However, he de clined to elabo-
rate further.

Machado released a statement 
on the ASCC Facebook page 
and in an email to several Chaf-
fey faculty members defend ing 
the silence of ASCC council 
members, staff, and administra-
tion.

“Student organizations at 
public univer sities and colleges 
are entitled to the full protec-
tions of the First Amendment, 
in cluding the right to exclude 
students who disagree with the 
purpose and mission of the 
organization,” Machado said. 
“The Supreme Court unequivo-
cally reaffirmed its commitment 
to this principle in Boy Scouts 
of America v. Dale, 530 U.S. 640 
(2000).”

Attorney Adam Goldstein of 
the Stu dent Press Law Center 
disagreed. He re leased a letter in 
response to Machado, authoriz-
ing Coduto to share it “however 
he liked.” Coduto responded 
directly under Machado’s com-
ment on the ASCC Face book 
page.

“I don’t know whether it’s 
worse to think the adviser might 
be intentionally ly ing or that 
he honestly doesn’t know why 
this rationale fails,” Goldstein 
said. “The Dale 
case was about 
private entities. 
The ASCC is 
a government 
actor.”

On Oct. 24, 
the ASCC Face-
book page no 
longer included 
Machado’s state-
ment, Coduto’s 
reply and stu-
dent comments 
about the issue. 
There is no lon-
ger an op tion 
for the public to 
comment on the 
page.

“Rights 
exist to protect 
people from the 
government, not 
to protect the 
govern ment from the people,” 
Goldstein said. “I hope for 
Chaffey’s sake they get informed 
quickly about their shortcom-
ings, because I’m embarrassed 
for them. It shouldn’t be pos-
sible to be this bad at basic 
governmen tal obligations and 
actually work for the govern-
ment.”

Coduto defended the ASCC 
council’s right to decline to 
comment after the Oct. 21 meet-
ing.

Though he felt the meeting 
was brought into closed session 
illegally, he said the members 
present were still “technically in 
closed session” and that “they 
had every right” to stay quiet.

The former president alleged 
intimida tion and bullying on 
behalf of the administration for 
the alleged wrongdoing.

“I don’t believe he [Machado] 
knew he was [wrong] in going 
into closed session,” Coduto 
said. “It was never my intent to 
give the impression that I was 

speaking for 
any one other 
than myself. It 
certainly was 
not my intent 
to generate 
any friction 
between ASCC 
and the Chaffey 
administration 
or Board.”

Coduto 
retains the 
position of Stu-
dent Trustee, as 
removal would 
require a 10 
percent writ-
ten vote by the 
student body, 
according to 
Chaffey College 
Administrative 
Procedures, 
section 2105.

He was seated at the Oct. 24 
Governing Board meeting with-
out apparent incident or public 
comment.

“The Governing Board meet-
ing went on like any other amid 
a few surprised faces,” Coduto 
said. “Nothing regarding the 
issue at hand was discussed.”

It remains to be seen whether 
Coduto will be officially rein-
stated as President at the next 
ASCC campus council meeting.

President of ASCC 
reinstated
November 6, 2013

Less than a week after the 
student body president 
was removed from office, 

Kevin Coduto was reinstated 

Student organi
zations at public 
univer sities and 
colleges are en
titled to the full 
protections of the 
First Amendment, 
in cluding the right 
to exclude students 
who disagree with 
the purpose and 
mission of the 
organization.
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College President/Superintendent
Henry Shanon uses a prop 
while discussing his 
analogy of blind people 
touching an elephant.

as ASCC President/Student 
Trustee.

Associate Superintendent 
Sherrie Guerrero released a 
memorandum on Oct. 25 stating 
that the ASCC governing body 
was indeed subject to the Brown 
Act, and all the closed sessions 
held by the council over the 
course of the school year were in 
violation of the act.

While this finding restored 
Coduto to office, it simultane-
ously nullified the appointment 
of several ASCC senators, as well 
as former Vice President Carlot-
ta Bohon.

“The District has also been 
informed that the Campus 
Council attempted to remove 
Mr. Coduto from his position 
as President/Student Trustee 
in a closed session meeting on 
October 21, 2013,” the state-
ment read. “The District cannot 
recognize the Executive Board 
or the Campus Council’s actions 
with regard to Mr. Coduto at this 
time.”

Coduto was removed from 
office by a majority twothirds 
vote by the ASCC on Oct. 21 
in a session later determined 
to be illegal. According to an 
official statement released by 
the student government on Oct. 
21, Coduto was in violation of 
Article III of the ASCC Consti-
tutional bylaws – failing to act 
with integrity and allowing his 
personal views to be confused 
with that of the ASCC, among 
other possible allegations de-
scribed in the article.

The ASCC held an informal 
meeting on Oct. 28, publicly 
announcing Coduto’s reinstate-
ment, as well as other actions 
reversed.

“This was the first time in my 
22-year tenure that removal was 
sought,” Director of Student 
Activities Susan Stewart said.

Stewart described the situa-
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tion as a “learning experience” 
for everyone involved.

Coduto described the preced-
ing events as “one step back, two 
steps forward.” He also accepted 
responsibility for the recent turn 
of events.

“I would like to publicly 
apologize for what’s going on,” 
Coduto said. “As president, when 
good things happen or when 
bad things happen, I do take the 
blame for that.”

Though ASCC Adviser John 
Machado and the Campus 
Council initially defended their 
allegations against Coduto, no 
public action has been taken to 
remove the reinstated president 
in open session.

“At this time, there are no alle-
gations [against Coduto],” Sena-
tor Corey Stevens said. “There is 
no investigation.”

Machado declined to elaborate 
on the matter.

“It’s a small challenge because 
I’m only president on a techni-
cality, and that makes it difficult 
for us as a group,” Coduto said. 
“I would encourage that if the 
ASCC feels I must be removed 
from presidency, that they act on 
it within the next month.”

While no official allegations 
have been made against Coduto 
in formal session, in a pub-
lic forum posted on Coduto’s 
Facebook page, Senator Stevens 
appeared to accuse Coduto of 
admittedly regretting his deci-
sion to endorse governing board 
candidate Zafar Inam. Coduto 
denied this.

“You lie like a rug,” Stevens 
wrote.

Coduto called the accusations 
false, but commented further.

“I’m a bit confused, because 
whenever I’m with Corey [in 
person] we seem to be on good 
terms,” Coduto said. “I’m not 
sure how to address that.”

In a statement reported by the 

San Bernardino Sentinel on Oct. 
25, Coduto called Superinten-
dent Henry Shannon’s state-
ments against him “hypocritical” 
for attacking Coduto’s engage-
ment in political activity, while 
he “has himself made financial 
contributions to the college 
board members.”

Public records show that 
Shannon made a financial con-
tribution to a campaign to elect 
governing board member Katie 
Roberts in August 2009.

In statements made to the 
Daily Bulletin, Roberts and Gov-
erning Board President Kathleen 
Brugger denied any involvement 
in the recent events involving the 
ASCC.

“I wasn’t a part of any of that,” 
Brugger said. “I have no com-
ment on that at all.”

Roberts also declined involve-
ment.

“As far as them blaming the 
administration and the govern-
ing board for starting it, we had 
nothing to do with it,” Roberts 
said.

On Oct. 7, Superintendent 
Shanon commented publicly that 
governing board members called 
him regarding Coduto’s tele-
phone endorsement of Inam.

“I’m disappointed with the 
reaction from President Brugger 
when she said it’s not an issue 
with the board, especially since 
it involves the student trustee, 
who is a board member,” Coduto 
said. “I still do feel the board put 
pressure on Dr. Shannon to take 
action on the case. I fully believe 
that the board was fully aware of 
what was going on.”

Philosophy Club President 
Patrick Jimenez demanded action 
be taken to remedy the Brown 
Act violation.

“As a concerned student, I feel 
that the entire student body is 
being ignored and shunned by 
its own elected and appointed 

“It’s a small 
challenge be
cause I’m only 
president on 
a technicali
ty, and that 
makes it diffi
cult for us as a 
group,” Coduto 
said.
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representatives in the ASCC,” 
Jimenez said. “The ASCC’s fear 
of scrutiny has prevented us from 
achieving the clarity on this very 
important issue that we deserve.”

“This will not 
keep us from 
insisting that we 
have the right to 
know and that we 
will continue to 
insist that Kevin 
Coduto remain 
our President 
and that John 
Machado steps 
down as the 
ASCC Advisor,” he said.

Though she did not have a 
direct response to the student 
directive, Director of Student 
Activities Susan Stewart apolo-
gized for the Brown Act viola-
tion.

“We are working to correct 
this,” Stewart said. “Everything 
will be done in open session.

Stewart is focused on moving 
forward.

“Let’s fix it. Let’s do it right. 
Let’s learn from it,” she said.

Meanwhile, Coduto expressed 
eagerness to return to serving 
students.

“I’m sick of the bullshit,” 
Coduto said. “I want to get back 
to work.”

Frustration reigns 
over ongoing ASCC 
controversy
November 25, 2013

Amid controversies 
accompanying re cent 
student government 

developments, students, facul-
ty, administration, and coun cil 
members share one quality: 
frustration.

Newly elected ASCC Presi-
dent Pro-Tempore Corey Ste-

vens brought forth allegations 
against ASCC President Kevin 
Coduto for breaching Article 
III of the ASCC bylaws, notify-
ing him of an investi gation, but 

later withdrawing 
them without 
discussion during 
an open session.

Stevens 
denied that an 
investigation took 
place, opting to 
call his actions 
an “inquiry,” 
but a series 
of electronic 

com munications appear to say 
otherwise.

On Nov. 9, Stevens sent 
Coduto an email, notifying him 
of allegations made against him 
and an investigation which was 
to take place.

“It is my duty to inform you 
that a com plaint has been made 
against you, and your actions, 
that if found to have merit would 
violate ASCC By-Laws, Article 
III Official Decorum,” Stevens 
said. “Do not discuss details of 
any investigation or complaint, 
even among other members of 
the ASCC, until a completion of 
said complaint and investigation 
are reviewed and decided on to 
completion.”

Official Decorum, according 
to the ASCC bylaws, requires 
that an individual act with 
integrity at all times, that one 
not allow that their personal 
views be con fused with that of 
the ASCC, and that all students, 
staff, faculty, and administration 
be treated with respect.

Coduto responded to Stevens 
in an email on Nov. 11.

“All meetings to conduct 
any form of business need to 
be done in the open and with 
transparency,” Coduto said. 
“Abso lutely no member of 
ASCC can require information 

to be undisclosed.”
The legality of closed sessions 

has been a controversial topic 
over the past several weeks. A 
memorandum issued by Associ-
ate Superintendent Sherrie 
Guerrero on Oct. 25 ruled that 
all closed sessions held by the 
ASCC were illegal because they 
violated California’s Brown Act.

On Nov. 12, Stevens called 
for another closed session on 
Nov. 13 to discuss the allegations 
made against Coduto in an email 
that included all ASCC execu-
tive board members, Director of 
Student Activities Susan Stew-
art, and ASCC Adviser John 
Machado. He asked that all at-
tendees bring evidence packets.

Coduto said he was not given 
a copy of the evidence packet. 
Several ASCC senators later 
reported not knowing about the 
meeting.

On Nov. 13, Stewart said that 
the meet ing was cancelled while 
the ASCC council consulted 
with attorneys to discuss the le-
gality of their meeting.

Stevens said that no investi-
gation or meetings would take 
place until they were able to 
consult with their legal advisers.

On Nov. 18, the ASCC held an 
open session, listing a discussion 
of allegations to be made against 
President Coduto on the agenda. 
The meeting was attended by 
several community members, 
some of whom criticized the 
ASCC, Stevens, and Macha do 
for their behavior.

During the meeting’s public 
comment portion, community 
member Mark Gib boney called 
Coduto’s previous removal retal-
iation for exercising his right to 
free speech when he endorsed 
governing board candidate Zafar 
Inam.

“That’s something that your 
governing board members do all 
the time,” Gibboney said. “They 

Stewart is fo
cused on moving 
forward.“Let’s 
fix it. Let’s do it 
right. Let’s learn 
from it,” she said.
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did in this election also make 
their endorsement, but Presi-
dent Codu to did it and it seems 
like he’s being put through the 
ringer for it.”

Chris Smith, an administra-
tion of jus tice major, said that 
there was a lack of accountabil-
ity for the recent Brown Act 
violations.

“The law was broken,” Smith 
said. “That’s the bottom line.”

After public comment on Nov. 
18, Ste vens motioned to strike 
the discussion on Coduto’s 
alleged breach of decorum from 
the agenda. The motion passed.

Though it appears for now 
that Coduto will not be removed 
from office any time soon, the 
ASCC bylaws, as they are writ-
ten, do allow for investigations 
on this matter to take place at 
any time in the future.

The press has yet to receive 
a copy of the allegations made 
against Coduto de spite multiple 
inquiries.

Philosophy Club president 
Patrick Jimenez criticized 
Machado for avoiding answering 
questions directly.

Education paraprofessional 
major Van essa Alaine agreed.

“I suppose it was an error 
on my part to be expecting so 
much,” Alaine said. “I felt that a 
lot of the questions I asked were 
either unanswered or had been 
answered with circular logic.”

Multiple students continued 
to call for accountability re-
garding the recent Brown Act 
violations.

Machado did not accept full 
responsi bility for the violation.

“That could be all of ASCC 
if you push it,” Machado said. 
“They’re going to be the ones 
getting misdemeanors – all 
members of the ASCC.”

Alaine called Machado’s 
statements and behavior unpro-
fessional.

“I am not quite sure what to 
make of [the meeting],” Alaine 
said. “I suppose I was expecting 
a certain amount of profes-
sionalism and poise when deal-
ing with this sort of thing.”

ASCC Vice President Car-
lotta Bohon said it was most 
important that everyone put the 
situation behind them.

“The ASCC is not about 
Kevin or Co rey or John,” Bohon 
said, “It’s about the students. We 
need to get back to serving the 
students.”

Coduto was reluctant to leave 
it at that.

“I think the reason why we 
can’t simply just move on from 
this is because there are so many 
unanswered questions,” Coduto 
said. “Why was it that a month 
ago eight [council] members 
wanted to put me out of office, 
and why is it that everyone is 
trying to put it behind them 
now?”

Stevens also 
expressed want-
ing to move on to 
different issues, 
saying that the 
proceedings were 
over and done 
with.

“There are 
much more 
important things 
to focus on,” 
Stevens said. 
“The students 
have not been 
served in over a 
month, and that’s 
a tragedy.”

Jimenez later 
called Machado’s 
behav ior at Mon-
day’s meeting 
disgraceful.

“Though I am glad that, 
apparently in response to over-
whelming popular pres sure, 
Corey Stevens withdrew his call 

for another reckless investiga-
tion, the ASCC is still stalled,” 
Jimenez said. “Its inability to 
genuinely move on, even when 
we already know that what hap-
pened was wrong and that Kevin 
Coduto deserves an apology is 
entirely due to Adviser John 
Machado.”

Machado did not comment 
further.

Guerrero admitted that she 
was stunned at the time, energy, 
and resources devoted to the 
recent happenings, but her focus 
was on moving forward.

“These current efforts have 
given Chaffey a black eye that 
was unfair and undeserved,” 
Guerrero said. “I believe we 
need to stop the emotional 
attacks, have some critical dia-
logue in the spring, and move 
forward.”

Meanwhile, some students 
were un aware that anything out 

of the ordinary 
had taken place.

“To be hon-
est, I don’t even 
know the details,” 
theatre major 
Christina Apreza 
said. “If Chaffey 
isn’t making 
this informa tion 
known, what else 
can be going on 
that we don’t 
know about?”

Coduto 
admitted being 
tired of the en tire 
situation.

“If I was to be 
selfish, I would 
resign,” Codu-
to said. “But 
there’s nothing 

that could happen which would 
make me do that.”

Stevens also ex
pressed wanting 
to move on to 
different issues, 
saying that the 
proceedings were 
over and done 
with. “There are 
much more im
portant things 
to focus on,” Ste
vens said. 


